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The Common Core State 
Standards for ELA define 
the literacy expectations 
that must be met for 
students to be prepared to 
enter college and 
workforce training 
programs ready to succeed.   

The K – 12 grade-specific 
standards define end-of-
year expectations and a 
cumulative progression. 
The standards use 
individual grade levels in   
K – 8 to provide useful 

English Language Arts Standards 
 specificity; the standards 

use two-year bands in     
9th – 12th to allow for 
flexibility in high school 
course design.  

The K – 5 standards 
include expectations for 
reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language in a 
range of subjects, not just 
ELA.  

The 6 – 12 standards are 
divided into two sections, 
one for ELA and the other 

for literacy in history/ 
social studies, science, and 
technical subjects.  This 
division reflects the place 
of ELA teachers in 
developing students’ 
literacy skills while at the 
same time recognizing that 
teachers in other areas 
must have a role in this 
development as well to 
prepare students to be 
proficient in reading 
complex informational text 
independently in a variety 
of content areas.   

  
A Portrait of Students Who Meet the ELA Standards 
 They demonstrate 

independence – They can 

comprehend and evaluate 

complex texts across a range 

of types and disciplines, and 

they can construct effective 

arguments and convey 

intricate information. They 

independently discern a 

speaker’s key points, request 

clarification, and ask relevant 

questions.  They build on 

others’ ideas, articulate their 

own, and confirm they have 

been understood.  They 

become self-directed 

learners, effectively seeking 

out and using resources to 

assist them. 

 They build strong content 

knowledge – Students 

establish a base of 

knowledge across a wide 

range of subject matter by 

engaging with quality works.  

The read purposefully and 

listen attentively to gain 

knowledge.  They refine and 

share their knowledge 

through writing and 

speaking. 

 They respond to the 

varying demands of 

audience, task, purpose, 

and discipline – Students set 

and adjust purpose for 

reading, writing, speaking, 

listening, and language use as 

warranted.   

 They comprehend as well 

as critique – Students are 

engaged and open-minded – 

but discerning – readers and 

listeners.  They work diligently 

to understand what an author 

or speaker is saying, but they 

also question an author’s or 

speaker’s assumptions and 

premises and assess the claims 

and soundness of reasoning. 

 They value evidence – 

Students cite specific evidence 

when offering an oral or 

written interpretation of a text.  

They use relevant evidence 

when supporting their own 

points in writing and speaking, 

making their reasoning clear to 

the reader or listener, and they 

evaluate others’ use of 

evidence. 

 They use technology and 

digital media strategically 

and capably – Students 

employ technology 

thoughtfully to enhance their 

reading, writing, speaking, 

listening, and language use.  

They are familiar with the 

strengths and limitations of 

various technological tools and 

can select and use those best 

suited to their communication 

goals. 

 They come to understand 

other perspectives and 

cultures – Students 

appreciate that the 21st 

century classroom and 

workplace are settings which 

people from often widely 

divergent cultures and who 

represent diverse experiences 

and perspectives must learn 

and work together.  

Key Features of 

the ELA Standards 

 Reading: Text 
Complexity and 
Growth of 
Comprehension –  
The reading standards 
place equal emphasis 
on the sophistication of 
what students read and 
the skill with which they 
read. 
 

 Writing: Text Types, 
Responding to 
Reading, and 
Research –  
The writing standards 
acknowledge the fact 
that while some writing 
skills apply to many 
types of writing, other 
skills relate to specific 
types of writing: 
arguments, informative/ 
explanatory texts, and 
narratives. 
 

 Speaking and 
Listening: Flexible 
Communication and 
Collaboration –  
The speaking and 
listening standards 
require students to 
develop a range of 
broadly useful oral 
communication and 
interpersonal skills, not 
just skills needed for 
formal presentations. 
 

 Language: 
Conventions, 
Effective Use, and 
Vocabulary –  
The language 
standards include the 
essential “rules” of 
standard written and 
spoken English, but 
they also look at 
language as a matter 
of craft and making 
choices. 
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